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Girl Scouts.



The Pioneer Award
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Purpose: To recognize longtime volunteers who have provided invaluable service to their troop, service unit, county, the council or the entire Girl Scout Movement.  This individual has been a volunteer for at least seven (7) years serving in one or more volunteer capacities, and is currently a registered adult member.  This award is open to all levels of volunteers (parents, troop helpers, registrars, recognition chairs, trainers, etc.) giving freely of their time, skills and talents, marking the way for others to follow.  
Criteria: 


· The candidate is an active, registered adult member of Girl Scouts of the USA.

· The candidate has been an adult Girl Scout member for at least seven (7) years providing outstanding service as an adult.

· The candidate has participated in updated orientation or training for the recent position(s) held (if applicable).

· The service or contribution performed by the candidate can be in any volunteer capacity for the required number of years.

Note: Nominee is not required to have previous awards to be eligible for the Pioneer Award.  
Examples of possible nominees:
· A volunteer who has planned and coordinated the recognitions ceremony for the service unit for multiple years.

· A volunteer who has served as a troop helper, consistently serving as a chaperone for trips, an advisor for community service projects or a certified adult first-aider for troop and service unit events.

· A volunteer who has, in a variety of positions, helped the service unit continuously meet program and membership goals.
· A volunteer who has served as a group leader for the outreach program to girls in underserved populations.
Nomination procedure:

1. An individual familiar with the nominee’s performance must complete the Pioneer Award Nomination Form. 

2. The completed nomination packet (nomination form and the three (3) letters of recommendation) are submitted to the service unit director, service unit recognition chair or designee for endorsement if they are not primary nominators.  



3. The nomination form is forwarded to the Membership Specialist or other staff designee for endorsement.

4. The nomination packet is then submitted to the council’s Volunteer Services Coordinator eight (8) weeks prior to the anticipated presentation date.

5. The Volunteer Services Coordinator will submit the nomination packet to the council’s Adult Recognition Committee for final review and approval or disapproval.
· If the nominee is not to be recognized, the nominating individual will be notified of the reason(s) for the decision.

The Pioneer Award is presented at a time and place to be determined by the nominating individual or group.  The nomination packet must be submitted to the council’s Volunteer Services Coordinator at least eight (8) weeks prior to presentation of the recognition. 
Any number of Pioneer Awards may be awarded within each year.
*Important*

Note to Nominator: Since there are a limited number of formal adult recognitions, we strongly encourage at least a year between nominations of an individual.  Use this time to encourage great volunteers to continue in our mission with the use of informal recognitions, while they continue to grow in the Girl Scout culture and service opportunities.

[image: image2.wmf] For ideas of informal ways to recognize volunteers, contact the council’s Volunteer Services Coordinator.

Girl Scout Council of Northwest Georgia, Inc.


Date of Nomination


Date of Presentation


Please Print Legibly or Type All Information

Nominee Information:
(Please give full name)

Name: 


Address:


City/State/Zip:


Telephone: (day)
(____)


(evening) (
) 
 Troop/group number: _____________Level: (Please Circle)    D    B   Jr   Cadette/Senior/Ambassador
Service unit/geographic area: 

Please provide us with the nominee’s number of years in Girl Scouting (if at all possible).

Girl

Adult

Positions with Girl Scouts
Other Girl Scout Recognitions Received 
Date






Nominated By:  


Name:


Telephone: (day)
   (
) 
 (evening)
(
) 


E-mail Address:




Signature:





Pioneer Award Nomination Form

                 Mail Award and Certificate To:                    (Please Print)
Name:


Address:


City/State/Zip:


Telephone: (day)
   (
   )                                              (evening)
(       )                                            
                                       
E-mail Address:


To be completed by the service unit or geographic area designee AND membership specialist or other staff designee

I         endorse         do not endorse   this nomination for the Pioneer Award.

Signature of service unit director or geographic area designee                                      Position

Date

I         endorse         do not endorse   this nomination for the Pioneer Award.

Signature of Membership Specialist or other staff designee                                             Position

Date
Pioneer Award Letter of Endorsement
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Girl Scout Council of Northwest Georgia Letter of Endorsement
Please Print Legibly or Type All Information
To Be Completed by Nominator and EACH Endorsement Letter Writer
Name of the Nominee:
Date: 

Position(s)/Responsibility of Nominee: 



  Years in Position  

Use bullets to clearly outline specific accomplishments and goals met due to the service provided by this nominee.  Explain each accomplishment using as much detail as possible.   If any additional space is needed, please use back of this form or a second page.

Name of the Letter Writer: 

Phone: (day) 


Signature: 


* Please be sure that you have included in your letter ways in which the volunteer has rendered service in the volunteer position(s) related to the nomination.

Pioneer Award Letter of Endorsement 
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Girl Scout Council of Northwest Georgia Letter of Endorsement
Please Print Legibly or Type All Information
To Be Completed by Nominator and EACH Endorsement Letter Writer
Name of the Nominee:
Date: 

Position(s)/Responsibility of Nominee: 



  Years in Position  

Use bullets to clearly outline specific accomplishments and goals met due to the service provided by this nominee.  Explain each accomplishment using as much detail as possible.   If any additional space is needed, please use back of this form or a second page.

Name of the Letter Writer: 

Phone: (day) 


Signature: 


* Please be sure that you have included in your letter ways in which the volunteer has rendered service in the volunteer position(s) related to the nomination.

Pioneer Award Letter of Endorsement 
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Girl Scout Council of Northwest Georgia Letter of Endorsement
Please Print Legibly or Type All Information
To Be Completed by Nominator and EACH Endorsement Letter Writer
Name of the Nominee:
Date: 

Position(s)/Responsibility of Nominee: 



  Years in Position  

Use bullets to clearly outline specific accomplishments and goals met due to the service provided by this nominee.  Explain each accomplishment using as much detail as possible.   If any additional space is needed, please use back of this form or a second page.

.

Name of the Letter Writer: 

Phone: (day) 


Signature: 


* Please be sure that you have included in your letter ways in which the volunteer has rendered service in the volunteer position(s) related to the nomination.
Pioneer Award Nomination Form
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Date Rec’d   		     Approved ( Yes ( No	Mailed 			


Additional Info. Requested (  Date ______________     Additional Info. Received (  Date ____________











Carefully consider the people asked to write letters in support of the nominee. They should be able to convey information and their feelings clearly and concisely through written word, offering concrete examples of outstanding service.
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