Norcross Service Unit

“Tanya’s” Unofficial Girl Scout Glossary


	Girl Scout Term
	Definition

	01
	Adult member’s “position code” designation for a Troop Leader

	02
	Adult member’s “position code” designation for a Troop Asst. Leader

	11-17
	Overall designation for Cadette and Senior girls 

	Accident/Incident Report Form*
	Form to record information related to a girl or adult accident occurring at a Girl Scout event.  Send to Council. Council will follow up with family and offer further GS insurance claim information.

	Adult/Girl Ratio
	Rule for how many adults must be present to supervise how many girls, varies by age level.  See Safety-wise for details 

	Age level
	Girl/troop categories of Daisy, Brownie, Junior, Cadette, Senior

	Age level Training
	Secondary training, specific to a troop age level (Daisy, Brownie, etc.) required of new leaders in order to hold troop meetings; offered by Council via home study and in classes.  See Council website or Learning Opportunities to sign up.

	Annual Fund
	Previously Family and Community Partnership; Council fundraising campaign to solicit tax-deductible contributions from GS families and the community to support adult training, publications, camp properties, and many other Council activities for adults and girls.  

	Application for Troop Money Earning Project*
	Form to request a Troop money earning project beyond cookies or calendar sales.  Troop must have participated in both to be eligible. Must be signed by and given to SUD. 

	Application for Troop/Group Trips*
	Multi-part form to complete for troop trips that will take 6 hrs or more.  Must be signed by SUD, one copy sent to Council, one retained by troop and one given to SUD. 

	Application/Reservation for Troop Camping*
	Form to reserve a Council camping site.  Must be signed by SUD and sent to Council. 

	Badge
	Junior award; worn on front of vest or sash.

	Badge and Dash
	Mobile Council store, a bus that travels to different locations in the council every day.  See the Council website for it’s schedule. 

	Badge and Sash
	Council store at the Volunteer Service Center

	Bake-off
	Annual event at troop, SU and county levels; County provides 3 recipes per age level.  Participants choose a provided recipe and bakes it at the troop level.  Troops each select a 1st place winner for each recipe.  Troop 1st place winners come to SU event.  SU event usually at International Festival, sponsored by a troop or troops; Sponsoring troop(s) advertises event, gets judges and calculates winners.  No fee to participate. Prizes awarded for 1st, 2nd, 3rd place by age level/recipe.  SU 1st place winners go to County event.

	Be-There Bucks
	“Funny money” given out to SU mtg attendees to recognize attendance, participation, etc.  Redeemable at year-end for prizes. 

	Booth Sales
	Cookie sales done by a troop at a “booth” at a public place such as in front of a grocery store, etc.  Cookies sold at a booth sale are “extras” ordered by the troop that are not pre-sold by girls.  Troops should complete a “Booth Sales” form and give to SU Cookie Chair to keep SU informed of locations and dates.  

	Bridging
	A ceremony to welcome girls into the next level of Girl Scouting

	Bronze Award
	Highest award for Junior Girl Scouts

	Brownie
	Age level of girls ages 6-8 or grades 1-3

	Brownie Try-it Day
	SU event usually sponsored by a troop or troops; day long event for Brownie girls or troops to earn multiple Try-Its in one day.  Participants usually bring own lunch.  Sponsoring troop(s) advertises event, takes reservations, plans activities.  Fee to participate.

	Cabin Camping training
	Basic camping training to lead troops in indoor camping with kitchens and indoor bathrooms.  See Council website or Learning Opportunities to sign up.

	Cadette
	Age level of girls ages 11-14 or grades 6-9

	Calendar Sale
	Annual fundraiser for troops and Council; usually Sept-November.  Troops take calendar orders, Leaders purchase calendars at Badge and Sash, Leaders report sales results to SU Calendar Chair.  Troop handles all monies and getting calendars with no SU involvement.  

	Change of Membership Information*
	Multi-part form used to change a girl or adult member’s troop#, Council or contact info.  Also used to change an adult’s position code (Leader, Asst. Leader, etc.).  Turned in to SU Registrar. 

	Consent Form for Girls*
	Form to authorize girl photographs, etc. to be used by council.  Must be signed by parent/guardian and given to event leader. 

	Contact List
	A roster of all SU troops by age level with leader, asst leader, cookie “mom” and FPC person names and contact info.  Also includes SU team contacts and SU email lists.  Accessible via the SU website.  

	Cookie “Mom”
	Adult in a troop that organizes the troop’s cookie sales (usually late Jan to early Feb); responsible for getting forms to girls, collecting order forms, placing order with SU, picking up cookies (usually early March), distributing to girls, collecting payments from families, paying SU and distributing cookie prizes to girls(usually early May).  

	Cookie Campership
	Monetary credit towards GS Summer camp earned by girls as a result of selling a certain amount of cookies

	Cookie Chair
	Member of the SU team; responsible for the Service Unit’s cookie sales; responsible for communicating with Council, getting forms to troop Cookie “Moms”, getting orders from Cookie “Moms”, placing order with Council, organizing cookie pickup for the SU, establishing all procedures for Cookie “Moms”, paying Council, getting cookie prizes and distributing to “Cookie Moms”. 

	Council
	Further organizational breakdown of GSUSA; a regional Girl Scout organization.  Ours is “Girl Scout Council of Northwest Georgia”

	Council website
	www.girlscoutsnwga.org   

	Daisy
	Age level of girls ages 5-6 or grade K-1; may not sell cookies or calendars or camp without parents.

	Destinations
	Events/trips for individual girls 11-17, sponsored by GSUSA, Councils and/or organizations.  Requires application, references and essays.   Fee to participate but generally a travel bargain.  See GSUSA website.  

	Driver & Vehicle /Insurance Log*
	Form to record information on all who drive girls (other than their own) to events.  Includes driver’s name, car make, Insurer, Policy number, Expiration Date. 

	Emergency Procedures Card*
	Card outlining emergency procedures and Council emergency numbers. 

	Family & Community Partnership Campaign
	Old name for what is now known as “Annual Fund”.  

	Father/Daughter event
	Annual SU event usually sponsored by a troop or troops; event for girls and adult male family member or friend. Sponsoring troop(s) advertises event, takes reservations, plans decorations and activities.  Small fee to participate. (see Sweetheart dance)

	FCP
	Family & Community Partnership

	Fire Building and Outdoor Cooking training
	Training required to lead troops in outdoor cooking or fire building.  See Council website or Learning Opportunities to sign up.     

	First Aid Kit
	Collection of basic first aid supplies required to be present at all Girl Scout gatherings and activities 

	First Aid/CPR training
	Required training for at least one adult required of new leaders in order to hold troop meetings; offered by Council in classes.  See Council website to sign up. 

	Fly-Up
	A bridging ceremony to welcome Brownie girls into Juniors

	Girl Scout Sabbath
	Saturday of the week of March 12

	Girl Scout Sunday
	Sunday of the week of March 12 

	Gold Award
	Highest award for Senior Girl Scouts

	GSCNWGA
	Girl Scout Council of Northwest Georgia; regional Girl Scout organization of which Norcross Service Unit is a member

	GSUSA
	Girl Scouts USA; United States Girl Scout organization of which GSCNWGA is a member

	Health History Form* (Minor and Adult)
	Form to record health information, including allergies, chronic conditions and medications taken for girls or adults.  Troop must have a current form on file for all girls and it must be present at all troop events. 

	Hispanic Initiative
	A GSUSA program to bring Girl Scouting to the Hispanic community.  Organized by Council personnel and supported by various Grants. Most troops are large and meet in schools after school. 

	In-Gathering
	Annual SU event usually sponsored by a troop or troops; usually held in early-May, multi-day camping event for troops, usually Friday night to Sunday mid-day. Meals usually included.  Sponsoring troop(s) advertises event, takes reservations, plans decorations and activities.  Fee to participate.

	Interest Project
	Award for Cadettes and Seniors; worn on front of vest or sash

	International Festival
	Annual SU event usually sponsored by a troop or troops; usually held in mid-February to celebrate Thinking Day.  Troops may sign up to create a table for a certain country, providing cultural information, a food sample and a SWAP.  Troop may also present a short dance or song from their country.   Event is attended by troops or individual girls who visit country tables and sample foods and collect SWAPs.  Sponsoring troop(s) advertises event, signs up troops for countries, sets up location, organizes troop songs/dances.  No fee to participate.

	Investiture
	A ceremony to welcome a girl into Girl Scouting for the first time

	Juliette
	Registered girl not associated with a troop.  May participate in all Girl Scout activities with parent providing needed adult supervision. 

	Junior
	Age level of girls ages x to x or grades 1 thru 3

	Just for Juniors Camp
	Annual SU event usually sponsored by a troop or troops; short camping event for Junior girls and troops. Sponsoring troop(s) advertises event, takes reservations, plans activities.  Fee to participate.

	Leader Appreciation Day
	April 22, when girls and parents show appreciation to troop Leaders and Assistants

	Leader Weekend
	Event held annually by various counties for Leader training and fellowship.  Usually held on a Friday night and Saturday with an optional Friday “sleepover”. Fee to participate. 

	Leadership Pin
	Recognition pin awarded to adult members for fulfilling some basic training requirements, leaf charms are added to recognize ongoing training 

	Leaf/Leaves
	Recognition charms given to adult members to recognize training accomplishments; green requires 10 hrs of training, silver is 50 hrs 

	Learning Opportunities
	Council catalog of adult training opportunities; available printed and online at Council website.  To use online you must first request a logon/password. 

	Level 1 First Aider
	Basic first aid trained adult required for most troop activities.  See Safety-wise or specific activities.

	Level 2 First Aider
	Advanced first aid trained adult required at resident camps, events with 200+ participants and specific activities.  See Safety-wise or specific activities.

	Lifetime Member
	Adult membership for life, not renewed annually

	LIT
	Leader in Training

	Membership Dues Summary*
	Multi-part form to complete for any submission of girl or adult GSUSA registration dues.  Completed each time a girl or adult is registered.  All copies given to Registrar along with check(s) for dues..

	Mother/Daughter event
	Annual SU event usually sponsored by a troop or troops; event for girls and adult female family member or friend. Sponsoring troop(s) advertises event, takes reservations, plans decorations and activities.  Small fee to participate.

	New Leader Training
	Basic training required of new leaders in order to hold troop meetings; offered by Council online, home study and in classes.  See Council website or Learning Opportunities to sign up. 

	Outreach
	A GSUSA program to reach underserved girls in high-challenge environmental and social economic situations, including girls in housing authority, juvenile justice system, restricted living accommodations, rural areas, girls with disabilities and other collaborations (Boys and Girls Clubs, YMCA and Girls, Inc.) Organized by Council personnel and supported by various Grants. 

	Parent Interest Survey*
	Form to be completed to ask troop parents what support or help they would be willing to give the troop.

	Patch
	Fun insignia either earned or given to commemorate an event, worn on back of vest or sash. 

	Permission Slip (for a Girl Scout Activity)*
	Form completed for each girl participating in any activity held outside the normal meeting place or time when their parent is not present.  Leader retains copy and it must be present at all troop events..

	Planning Events Beyond Your Troop training
	Training required to sponsor a SU or other event where participants will be more than your troop; offered by Council online and in classes.   See Council website or Learning Opportunities to sign up.     

	Platform Tent Camping training
	Training required to lead troops in outdoor camping (but not outdoor cooking).  See Council website or Learning Opportunities to sign up.     

	Position code
	Two digit number used for registration to identify an adult member’s GSUSA position.  Most common are 01-Leader, 02-Asst. Leader, 03-Parent volunteer.  Full list found on Adult Registration form. 

	Recognitions Chair
	Member of the SU team; responsible for the Service Unit’s

	Registrar
	Member of the SU team; responsible for the Service Unit’s processing of girl and adult registration paperwork and volunteer applications, collecting GSUSA and SU dues, passing all registrations and volunteer applications to Council. 

	Registration
	Annual GSUSA registration for girls and adults; troops/girls re-register April thru Sept.  Registration year is Oct 1-Sept 31  

	Religious Awards
	Awards earned in conjunction with various religious organizations. 

	Report for Troop Money Earning Project*
	Form to report outcome of a Troop money earning project (beyond cookies or calendar sales).  Must be sent to SUD. 

	Request for Specific Assistance*
	Form to be completed to ask Council for assistance to a girl or adult for annual registration dues, training, event fees, uniform, or certain supplies. May be completed by any adult and sent to Council.

	Safety-wise
	GSUSA publication of safety guidelines for all activities 

	Senior
	Age level of girls ages 14-17 or grades 9-12

	Sensitive Issues Guidelines/Permission slip*
	Guidelines for discussion of “sensitive issues” with girls.  Permission Slip for parent approval to discuss a specific topic. 

	Service Unit (SU)
	Further organizational breakdown of a Council, a grouping of troops that service certain schools/neighborhoods.  Ours is “Norcross” (110-780) and services the following schools and numerous (not listed) places of worship:

Elementary-Norcross , Beaver Ridge, Simpson, Stripling, Peachtree, 

Middle – Duluth, Pinckneyville, Summerour

High – Duluth, Buchanan, Gwinnett Intervention Center (GIVE) West 

Private – Wesleyan, Hopewell, Landmark, Answer Center, Country Brook, Oak Meadow 

	Service Unit Director (SUD)
	Member of the SU team; responsible for the Service Unit’s management and is the main contact to Council.  Serves from 1 to 4 years.

	Service Unit Meeting
	Monthly meeting for Leaders or other Troop adults to obtain activity information and networking.  Norcross’ is the 2nd Tuesday of each month, August thru May 7pm at Mt. Carmel United Methodist Church, 5100 S. Old Peachtree Rd, Norcross.

	Service Unit Roster
	A list containing the names, addresses, emails and phone numbers of all troops’ Leaders, Asst Leaders, Annual Fund Chair and Cookie “mom”. Also includes all SU Team members, event chairs and SU email list names. Available online via our SU Website, requires a password for access.

	Service Unit website
	www.girlscoutsnorcross.org 

	Silver Award
	Highest award for Cadette Girl Scouts

	Studio 2B
	Alternative award program for 11-17 girls, earning charms instead of badges  

	SUD
	Service Unit Director

	SWAP
	Small craft item attached to a pin able to worn on a hat or other clothing.  Usually created to commemorate a certain event.  Made by a troop or girl to be handed out to other girls. 

	Sweetheart Dance
	Annual SU event usually sponsored by a troop or troops; usually held in February, dance for girls and adult male family member or friend. Sponsoring troop advertises event, takes reservations, plans decorations and activities.  Small fee to participate. 

	Thanksgiving Baskets
	Annual SU event usually sponsored by a troop or troops; usually held in early November, troops decorate a basket/box/container filled with non-perishable food contributed to Norcross Co-op.  Sponsoring troop advertises event and judges baskets.  No fee to participate. SU usually provides prize monies.

	Thinking Day
	International Girl Scouts and Girl Guides date to commemorate Girl Scouting around the world.  February 22

	TLC
	Troop Leader Coach; Member of the SU team; responsible for the Service Unit’s guidance of new and existing leaders for a specific age level

	Travel Approval Form*
	Form to complete for troop trips of 3 nights or more or outside the continental U.S.  Contains trip information, budget and itinerary.  Must be signed by SUD and sent to Council. 

	Treasurer
	Member of the SU team; responsible for the Service Unit’s finances, budget, disbursement of funds

	Trip Log
	Form to be completed anytime troop meets outside normal place or time. Can be done online at SU website (Forms), on paper at a SU mtg or via email to your SUD.

	Troop Finance Report*
	Form required to be completed in May of each year reporting a troop’s income and expenses and remaining balance; responsibility of each troop leader, one copy kept by Leader, two turned in to the SUD.  Sometimes must be accompanied by copies of Troop bank account(s) statement(s).

	Troop Information Roster*
	Multi-part form to complete any time a girl is added to a troop.  Lists troop info, girl and parent contact info and #girls by school/grade grouping.  When adding girls to an existing troop, need to only list the additional girl.  Troop retains one copy, rest given to Registrar.

	Troop Organizer (TO)
	Member of the SU team; responsible for the Service Unit’s recruitment of new girls and adults, finding troops for new girls or forming new troops.  Works with local schools and organizations to recruit.

	Try-It
	Award for Brownies; worn on front of vest or sash

	Volunteer Application*
	Form completed (by the adult) for each registered Adult that will have any contact with girls in a troop.  Sent to Council who uses outside service to do a background check.  Council will communicate approval to SUD who forwards to Leader, Registrar and Troop Organizer.  If for a Leader or Asst. Leader, they may not meet with troop or have their Adult Registration submitted by Registrar until approved.     

	Volunteer Service Center (VSC)
	Northwest GA Council headquarters, 1577 Northeast Expressway, Atlanta, GA 30329

	WAGGGS
	World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts; the international Girl Scout organization of which GSUSA is a member 


* specific Council approved form, most available from the Council’s website
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